Farewell to a Dear Friend and Dedicated Public
Servant

Yesterday was a very sad day for me and for our community as Lebanon County
Commissioner Bill Ames was laid to rest. I was honored to call Bill my friend. My
heartfelt condolences to Bill’s wife, Josie, and his entire family. His friendship and
contribution to our community will be sorely missed.

Citizens Speak Out on State Redistricting Maps
The Legislative Reapportionment Commission
(LRC) gave preliminary approval last month to
new state House and Senate redistricting maps.
The maps are redrawn every 10 years based on
results of the U.S. Census. While these
changes are typically modest, this year’s maps
make dramatic changes in several areas of the
state. The proposed plan would combine more
than a dozen mostly rural, Republican House
districts, diluting the voice of rural Pennsylvania.
It would also take a House seat away from fastgrowing Cumberland County in central PA and
add a seat in the City of Philadelphia even
though the population doesn’t warrant the addition. Many of the state’s smaller
cities are split into two, three or even four House districts. And more than 4.6
million Pennsylvanians – more than a third of the population – would be moved
into new legislative districts.
With a final vote planned on the House and Senate maps later this month,
citizens have the opportunity to speak out on the subject. The House Majority
Policy Committee held the first of two hearings seeking public input on the
preliminary House map this week in the Pittsburgh area. A second hearing will be
held on Tuesday, Jan. 11, in Mechanicsburg. Likewise, the LRC held four
hearings at the state Capitol this week to gather input on the House and Senate
maps. Additional hearings are tentatively planned for Jan. 14-15.
Preliminary maps are available for viewing here.
If you would like to provide feedback on the maps, you may do so here.

106th PA Farm Show Opens Tomorrow

The 106th Pennsylvania Farm Show opens Saturday, Jan. 8, at the Farm Show
Complex in Harrisburg. After an all-virtual show in 2021, the event returns to its
traditional in-person format but will continue some of the virtual experiences that
allowed Pennsylvanians to participate in the Farm Show online. New attractions
include a canine spectacular, Bethlehem’s National Museum of Industrial History,
a “So You Wanna Be a Farmer” section and an urban gardening feature. For a
full rundown of scheduled events, click here.
Admission to the show is free, but parking is $15 per vehicle. Shuttle service is
provided. The show runs through Saturday, Jan. 15. More information is available
at farmshow.pa.gov.
In accordance with COVID-19 safety guidelines by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
recommends masks be worn by Farm Show attendees over age 2.
Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding cautioned those who feel uncomfortable
about attending to stay home. “For individuals who are concerned about their
personal health or have family members or colleagues who are particularly

vulnerable, this is not the year to attend,” Redding said.

Eagle Scout Lucas Fernandes Honored

Critical Blood Shortage, Donors Needed

was pleased to be able to donate blood on this snowy day. I have been blessed
with good health, which has enabled me to give blood every 57 days. God bless
all of those in the healthcare profession as they battle this pandemic and provide
much-needed health care for the citizens of our community.

How to Save on Utility Bills this Winter

Home winterization is key to keeping your home warm while using less energy
and saving money. The Department of Environmental Protection and the Public
Utility Commission are offering tips on how you can save money on utility bills
with a few simple steps. Click here.

New Water Assistance Program for Qualified LowIncome Residents

The Pennsylvania Department of Human
Services (DHS) is now accepting applications
for the new Low-Income Household Water
Assistance Program (LIHWAP), which will help
Pennsylvanians with low incomes maintain
access to drinking and wastewater services.
The program is available to families who have
past due water bills, had their service
terminated, or received a notice indicating that
their service will be terminated in the next 60
days. Households that meet the program’s
income requirements, can receive LIHWAP
grants for both drinking water service and
wastewater service. The grants are issued directly to water service providers. To
qualify, a single person must have an income no greater than $19,320. The
income limit for a household of two is $26,130 and for four the limit is $39,750.
For more information about the program and how to apply, click here.

January is National Slavery and Human
Trafficking Awareness Month
Human trafficking is one of the fastest growing
crimes in the nation, and according to the
National Human Trafficking Hotline,
Pennsylvania ranks ninth for the most reported
cases. It is a crime that harms adults and
children of all ages and demographics. Through
force, fraud and coercion, traffickers subject
their victims to various forms of abuse, including
domestic servitude and commercial sexual
exploitation. These crimes are underreported
due to the victim’s fear of traffickers and law
enforcement, language barriers and a general
lack of trust. To help educate the public about
the crime and prevent more people from becoming victims, January has been
designated National Slavery and Human Trafficking Awareness Month and
Tuesday, Jan. 11, is National Human Trafficking Awareness Day. If you are a
victim of human trafficking in need of help, or you suspect that someone else is a
victim:
• Call 911 if you are in immediate danger.
• Call the National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline at 1-888-3737888.

• Text the letters “Befree” or the numbers 233733 to reach the National Human
Trafficking Resource Center.
• Contact the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape (PCAR) at 1-800-6927445.

