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Renewing the Push for Voter ID, Election Reforms

Watch Video Here
With public opinion strongly in support of requiring voters to present identification
each time they vote, Gov. Tom Wolf now says he is open to the idea. Just one

month ago he vetoed a comprehensive election reform measure, House Bill
1300, which I co-sponsored. It contained expanded voter ID requirements. Since
we need ID to do just about everything, it’s reasonable to expect voters to verify
their identity, and our bill would have required counties and the Department of
State to provide specific voter identification cards to all registered voters. With the
governor’s new openness to voter ID, we plan to reintroduce an updated version
of the Voting Rights Protection Act to reopen negotiations on the issue. In
addition, we are proposing improvements to accessibility, as well as changes
requested by county election officials to help enhance the voting experience. We
will also consider Senate Bill 735, which proposes to amend the Constitution to
require voter ID, giving you the opportunity to make your voice heard on the
issue. The Voting Rights Protection Act was developed after a lengthy series of
hearings by the House State Government Committee earlier this year. To learn
more about the hearings and background on the issue, click here.

Youth Leadership Conference Features Local
Rising Star

Last week, I had the privilege of visiting with some future leaders of our
Commonwealth and our nation at City on the Hill Youth Leadership and

Worldview Conference at the state Capitol. One young lady of whom I am
particularly proud is LJ Brouillette from North Londonderry Township, Lebanon
County. As my constituent, she served as a page for me shortly after I was
elected to the House in 2016.
At the one-week conference, her leadership skills earned her the confidence of
her 77 peers who elected her conference Speaker of the House!!!! Way to go LJ!
The Pennsylvania Family Institute and entire staff made this week possible. Our
thanks to Rep. Brett Miller (R-Lancaster) for organizing the event for the House.

New Law to Provide Caregivers Access to their
Loved Ones
In response to the forced isolation of long-term
care residents from their loved ones during the
COVID-19 pandemic, we have adopted a new
state law to ensure this tragedy does not
happen again. Act 67 of 2021, which I cosponsored, will safely allow family members to
visit long-term care facilities as essential
caregivers for our most vulnerable citizens.
Mirroring regulations already successfully
implemented in Minnesota and Indiana, the law
amends the Pennsylvania Health Care Facilities
Act to allow a designated essential family
caregiver to be named for each resident of a
licensed long-term care facility during a declaration of disaster emergency. Too
many long-term care residents died alone or experienced a significant decline in
their physical and mental well-being due to pandemic isolation. This law
recognizes the importance of a holistic approach to caring for these residents in
emergency situations.

Committee Hearing on Improper Payments

Watch Video Here
The House State Government Committee, of which I am a member, held a
hearing on wasteful government spending and improper payments following
news of mismanagement by the Wolf administration. Recently, the House passed
three bills that I co-sponsored to address it. House Bill 104 would require state
agencies to review their programs and expenditures, assess how susceptible
they may be to improper payment, and address any risks to ultimately prevent
such payments. The Office of the Budget would then be required to maintain this
information on a publicly accessible website. House Bill 108 would create a “donot-pay” initiative to monitor improper payments across Commonwealth
agencies. Specifically, any agency that makes payments by expending federal
funds would be required to enter a memorandum of understanding with the
United States Treasury Department to join the federal do-not-pay program. When
improper payments do occur, House Bill 39 would help ensure we get that money
back. It would require the Secretary of the Budget to establish a review schedule
of a Commonwealth agency that has $50 million or more in payments to
individuals, vendors or entities for improper payments and payment recovery by
contracting with an auditor to perform a recovery audit. The bills are now under
consideration in the state Senate.

PennDOT Seeking Workers for Winter
Maintenance Program

While we are still feeling the summer heat,
PennDOT is preparing for cooler weather by
gearing up for its winter maintenance program,
which will run from September through April to
supplement the permanent workforce. Positions
and paid hourly rates are as follows:
transportation equipment/CDL operator ($17.05$19.24, based on location); diesel and
construction equipment mechanic ($20.40$21.70, based on location); auto mechanic
($18.08); semi-skilled laborer ($16.05);
tradesman helper ($16.05); welder ($18.08);
radio dispatcher ($14.25); custodial worker
($14.25); and stock clerk ($14.25). Anyone wishing to apply should
visit employment.pa.gov and go to the PennDOT Winter Maintenance Program
posting under the “Open Jobs” section of the website.

Looking for a Job?

If you are unemployed or looking for a better opportunity, you are invited to attend

our FREE job fair at the Lebanon Expo Center on Aug. 16. No registration
required for job seekers. There is still time for business owners to sign up for this
event. The deadline to register your business is Monday, Aug. 2.

Chamber Hosts Breakfast at Lebanon Area Fair

Fraudsters Using Stolen Private-Sector Data to
Apply for Unemployment Compensation Benefits
State officials are reminding Pennsylvanians to
be vigilant of fraud and the warning signs and
steps to take if they become a victim. The
Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry
(L&I), the Pennsylvania State Police, and
Department of Banking and Securities issued a
joint warning that information obtained from
private data breaches is now resulting in
widespread unemployment fraud attempts
nationwide. For details and how to protect
yourself, click here.

REAL ID Deadline Extended to 2023
The Department of Homeland Security has
postponed enforcement for REAL ID to May 3,
2023, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic
and national emergency declaration. Beginning
May 3, 2023, Pennsylvanians will need a REAL
ID-compliant driver’s license, photo ID card, or
other form of federally-acceptable identification
(such as a valid passport or military ID, to board
a domestic commercial flight or enter a federal
building or military installation that requires ID.

Celebrate National Night Out on Aug. 3

On Tuesday, we will be celebrating National Night Out Against Crime. This is a
worthwhile community building event and typically a lot of fun. In our area, events
will be held in

• Palmyra from 5-8 p.m. at Buck Swank Stadium, Palmyra Middle School, 50
West Cherry St. (Rain date Aug. 4).
• Lebanon from 6-8 p.m. at the Salvation Army, 1031 Guilford St.
Come out and join your neighbors!

See You at the 50+ Festival Aug. 7
Rep. Russ Diamond and I will be participating in the annual 50+ Festival at the
Lebanon Valley Exposition Center and Fairgrounds, 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon,
on Saturday, Aug. 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please stop by our booth. We look
forward to seeing you!

