State Grants Aim to Improve Outcomes for
Individuals in Recovery
The Pennsylvania Department of Drug and
Alcohol Programs (DDAP) announced it is
administering $12 million in federal funding for
treatment of substance abuse disorder (SUD) in
Lebanon County and statewide. In our
area, Pennsylvania Counseling Services,
Inc., received a $400,000 grant for employment
support services including vocational
assessments, resume writing, interviewing skills, job placement and job-related
transportation assistance, and the following received grants for pregnancy and
postpartum support services and treatment referrals for women with substance
abuse disorders: Wellspan, $590,330; Counseling Management Services,
$599,144; and Family Health Council of Central PA, $532,285. The grants are
being awarded to Pennsylvania through the SAMHSA Substance Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Block Grant Program COVID-19 Supplemental
Awards.

Bill Calls for Transparency from PA Department of
Health
This week, the House passed legislation I cosponsored that would require the state
Department of Health to release more data on
disease outbreaks and records of actions
taken. House Bill 1893 would clarify that
disease-related information is subject to the
state’s Right-to-Know Law. Personal information
would remain protected, but citizens would be
ensured access to the kind of information that
was lacking during much of the COVID-19
pandemic. The measure now goes to the
Senate for consideration.

Mask and Vaccine Mandates- Frankly Speaking
with Frank Ryan

In this week’s podcast, I discuss problems associated with the recent local, state
and federal mask mandates and the impact of the mandates on children, our
schools and our economy. Listen here.

Ensuring Access to Senior Prescription Drug
Benefits

This week, the House advanced legislation that
would ensure thousands of senior citizens are
able to retain their eligibility for the PACE or
PACENET prescription drug benefit despite an
anticipated Social Security cost of living
adjustment (COLA). House Bill 291 would
extend until Dec. 31, 2023, a “COLA
moratorium” that would enable senior citizens to
continue receiving these life-saving prescription
drug benefits even if slight increases in their
Social Security income pushes them beyond
income eligibility limits. For the PACE program,
income limits are $14,500 for individuals or
$17,700 for married couples. For PACENET, income limits are $27,500 for
individuals and $35,500 for married couples. The bill now goes to the Senate.
More information about PACE and PACENET is available at aging.pa.gov.

Taking a Closer Look at PA Business Taxes

Watch Video Here
This week, the House Finance Committee, of which I am a member, held an
informational meeting at the Capitol to explore the challenges facing
Pennsylvania businesses as they strive to emerge from the pandemic. Several
business owners and business advocates testified about the need for changes to
Pennsylvania’s tax structure, namely the Corporate Net Income Tax (CNI), which

they said is too high. Watch the meeting above.

Committees Discuss Higher Education Funding
Two House subcommittees held a joint hearing
this week to discuss higher education funding in
Pennsylvania. The 2021-22 state budget
allocates more than $1.86 billion to support
higher education. That includes funding for the
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education
(PASSHE); state-related universities;
community colleges; and grants for students
through the Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance Agency (PHEAA). Testimony before
the Education Committee’s Subcommittee on
Higher Education and the Appropriations
Committee’s Subcommittee on Education
focused on how state funding is used and its impact on students and
families. Watch the full hearing here.

Redistricting Hearings to Conclude This Month

The House State Government Committee, of which I am a member, will hold a
half dozen regional hearings across the Commonwealth over the next three
weeks to ensure transparency in this year’s congressional redistricting process.
The regional hearing in our area will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 13, in York.
The final hearing is set for Thursday, Oct. 28, at the state Capitol. Citizens
interested in offering testimony can do so in writing by Oct. 13. The deadline to
testify in person for next week’s hearings has passed; however, people can
register to testify for the hearings the following week through Oct. 13 as well.
Details about the hearings and how to offer testimony, along with video of past
hearings and other resources, is available at PARedistricting.com.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

To honor those who have fought breast cancer or are fighting it now, the fountain
at the Pennsylvania State Capitol’s East Wing has been dyed pink in recognition
of October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Each year, the pink fountain
serves as a reminder to all women of the importance of mammograms and early
detection. Breast cancer is the leading form of cancer in Pennsylvania, and the
second leading cause of cancer deaths in women, exceeded only by cancer of
the lung and bronchus. People with low to moderate income, who are uninsured
or underinsured and meet certain age requirements may qualify for free testing
through the Pennsylvania Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program.
This early detection program is funded through a grant from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. To learn about the program and eligibility, click
here.

Pavement Patching Set to Begin Next Week on I81 in Lebanon County

A PennDOT maintenance crew is scheduled to patch pavement next week on
Interstate 81 between Exit 90 (Route 72/Lebanon) and the Schuylkill County line.
Weather permitting, work will begin Wednesday, Oct. 13, on the northbound and
southbound lanes of I-81 from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. and should be completed by
Friday, Oct. 15. Lane restrictions will be in place. Motorists should be alert and
drive with caution through the work zone. Check conditions on major roadways
by visiting 511PA.com. 511PA, which is free and available 24 hours a day,
provides traffic delay warnings, weather forecasts, traffic speed information and
access to more than 1,000 traffic cameras.

Fire Prevention Week Highlights Importance of
Alarms

This is National Fire Prevention Week, an
annual event to help raise awareness about
how to prevent fires and fire-related injuries.
This year’s theme is “Learn the Sounds of Fire
Safety!” It aims to educate everyone about the
different sounds of smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms and how to respond when those alarms
go off. For more information from the National
Fire Protection Association, click here.

