Proposed Constitutional Amendments Advance in
House

The House State Government Committee, of which I am a member, advanced
two proposed amendments to the Pennsylvania Constitution, which I cosponsored, to help ensure the balance of power in our three-branch system of
government. Under the amendment proposed in House Bill 2070, executive
orders or proclamations issued by a governor that purport to have the force of law
could not be in effect for more than 21 days, unless extended by concurrent
resolution of the General Assembly. To listen to my remarks on the bill, click
here. Under the amendment proposed in House Bill 2069, legislation adopted by
the General Assembly to disapprove a regulation would not need to be presented
to the governor for his approval. See my remarks here. The measures now go to
the full House for consideration. Since the two bills would amend the
Pennsylvania Constitution, they would need to be approved by the General
Assembly this session and again in identical form next session before voters
would see the questions on the ballot.

House Adopts “Constitutional Carry” Measure

The House has approved legislation that would allow legal gun owners to carry a
concealed weapon without a permit in the Commonwealth. Nearly two dozen
states already allow this in recognition of the rights guaranteed in the Second
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. The bill, now on its way to the governor,
would not change existing law with regard to the background check process or do
anything to limit enforcement of current gun laws. I discuss this legislation in
greater detail in this week’s podcast. Listen here.

A Closer Look at Lebanon County Traffic Issues

Today, I met with John Fitzkee (right) and Song Kim of the Lebanon County
Planning Department to discuss several major issues affecting traffic in our
region. These include warehouse development and its impact on Route 934;
traffic congestion on Route 117 and Airport Road; and complaints about the use
of “Jake Brakes” by truckers on Route 72 near Alden Place in West Cornwall
Township. Jake Brakes are designed to save wear and tear on traditional semitruck brakes but are extremely noisy. We also discussed the sinkhole impact in
our area and the geological study that is shedding light on it. Inter-municipal
coordination on certain development projects is beneficial and something we
should all take very seriously. I will keep you posted on these important issues.

Redistricting Process Benefits from Your Input
Every 10 years, we undergo a process known
as reapportionment - also referred to as
redistricting - whereby legislative district
boundaries are re-drawn, based on the latest
census figures. This process aims to ensure
you have equal representation in the state
Legislature. You are invited to participate in this
important process! Visit here, take a look at the
maps and provide your feedback. Let us know
what YOU would like to see in the final maps.
Namely, what municipalities in your area should
not be divided into different voting districts.

Thank you for your time and participation in this very important process.

Celebrating Our Veterans

Bill to Stop Wolf Bridge Tolling Plan Passes
House
On Tuesday, the House passed legislation to
stop a plan by the Wolf administration to toll
nine bridges across Pennsylvania and reassert
the state Legislature’s oversight of any future
tolling plans. The Public Private Partnership
(P3) law adopted in 2012 authorized the
establishment of such partnerships to assist in
funding road and bridge projects. However, the
initial approval last fall by the P3 Board of the
Pathways Major Bridge P3 Initiative failed to
offer specific information about the proposal,
including which bridges would be
affected. Senate Bill 382 would void this proposal and prescribe a more open and

transparent process for future P3 projects. Specifically, a detailed analysis would
have to be developed prior to consideration by the P3 board, and a 30-day public
comment period would be held following publication of the project in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin. Additionally, any P3 project that includes a user fee would
require legislative approval. The measure now returns to the Senate for further
consideration.

House Advances Bill to Give Victims a Greater
Voice in Bail Determinations
This week, legislation that would require a
victim of violent crime to be notified of legal
proceedings to set or modify bail for the
defendant was approved in the House. House
Bill 2039 would require an arresting officer to
provide the victim’s contact information to the
magisterial district court conducting a
preliminary arraignment to ensure the victim has
notice of any proceedings that might change the
conditions of bail. The bill would apply to
personal injury crimes, crimes of violence, the
sexual abuse of children and the sexual
exploitation of children. The measure was
spurred by an incident in which a man arrested on child pornography charges
was found to have photos on his computer of a young child who lives next door.
He was released on bail and is back living next door to the child while he awaits
trial. The parents never had the opportunity to make a statement about their
concerns, which could have altered the conditions of the alleged offender’s bail.
House Bill 2039 now goes to the Senate for consideration.

Deadline Nears for Property Tax/Rent Rebate
Program

Older adults and Pennsylvanians with
disabilities have until Dec. 31 to apply for the
state’s 2020 Property Tax/Rent Rebate
program. Remember, assistance through my
offices is always free. You need not pay a
private firm for assistance. The rebate program
benefits eligible Pennsylvanians age 65 and
older; widows and widowers age 50 and older;
and people with disabilities age 18 and older.
The annual income limit for homeowners is
$35,000 and $15,000 annually for renters. Half
of Social Security income is excluded. For
additional information and applications, click
here, or contact my office for assistance.

Supporting Small Businesses
With many small businesses still struggling to
overcome the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic, now more than ever consumers are
being encouraged to “shop small” in observance
of Small Business Saturday on Nov. 27.
Launched by American Express in 2010, this
day is celebrated each year on the Saturday
after Thanksgiving to encourage people to
support the small businesses that help drive the
economies of our communities. Learn more
about Small Business Saturday here.

Happy Thanksgiving!

For centuries, Americans have come together in
the spirit of thanksgiving. From the earliest
traditions that began in Plymouth,
Massachusetts, in 1621, to the first official
national observance in 1863, families have
gathered in November to celebrate bountiful
harvests and all that has been given to them. In
observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, state
offices will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 25, and
my office will also be closed Friday, Nov. 26.
PennDOT Driver License Centers will be closed
Nov. 25-26 as well, though many services are
available online at dmv.pa.gov. If you are
traveling, be sure to check 511pa.com for the latest traffic and weather
information. From my family to yours, may you have a safe, healthy and happy
Thanksgiving.

