Lawmakers, State Employees Face Same IRS
Scrutiny on Taxes

Watch Video Here
The House State Government Committee, Subcommittee on Government
Integrity and Transparency, held a public hearing Thursday to examine
Commonwealth transparency from the Sunshine Act and Right-to-Know Law, the
Ethics Act and to per diems. As a member of the committee, I asked Cheri
Hutchinson Freeh of accounting firm Hutchinson, Gillahan and Freeh about per
diems and whether government officials and employees are subject to the same
IRS reporting requirements as the private sector. Watch video above.

Wolf’s $100 Million State Worker Vaccine Bonus
Robs Taxpayers

Earlier this week, Gov. Tom Wolf announced state employees under his
jurisdiction would be granted five days off – or receive an equivalent paid bonus –
in exchange for getting a COVID-19 vaccine. State Treasurer Stacy Garrity has
estimated the move would cost taxpayers more than $100 million. The governor’s
plan does not apply to my staff or any employees of the state Legislature.
Commonwealth employees already have a generous paid leave policy and have
been allowed an additional vacation day to get the vaccine. Offering the new
bonus in exchange for the vaccine is fiscally irresponsible and unfair to taxpayers
who will foot the bill. Pennsylvanians have already exceeded the governor’s 70%
threshold of adults being vaccinated. Most people have already received the
vaccine without compensation. Why are taxpayers expected to foot the bill for
already-compensated state workers?

Mandates Having Unintended Consequences

In this week’s podcast, we take a look at the impact COVID-19-related mandates
are having on Pennsylvania’s workforce, supply chain, citizens and
economy. Listen here.

Lane Shifts Continue Through Friday on Route
422
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
(PennDOT) announced that Lebanon County
motorists will encounter traffic shifts during
daylight hours today and Friday on Route 422 in
North Londonderry Township and Palmyra
Borough, to allow road crews to add monitoring
ports to a section of the roadway following

repairs to a sinkhole in 2014. The ports help detect any settlement that might
occur under the repaired section. All work is weather permitting, and the road will
remain open to traffic in both directions. Motorists should be alert and drive with
caution through the work zone. To check road conditions anytime, visit 511PA.

House Advances Bill to Expand Prescription
Assistance Program
The House has approved legislation to expand
availability of prescription drug assistance to
more senior citizens through the PACENET
program. House Bill 1260 would expand
PACENET, which provides life-sustaining
medications to more than 300,000 older
Pennsylvanians, by raising income eligibility
limits to $33,500 for individuals and $41,500 for
married couples. The current PACENET
eligibility requirement is $27,500 for individuals
and $35,500 for married couples. The bill also
would eliminate the requirement that PACENET
cardholders not enrolled in Medicare Part D
pay a monthly benchmark premium. Instead, the bill would require the program
pay this monthly premium. The bill now goes to the Senate.

Low-Interest Loan Awarded to Growing Lebanon
County Business
The Pennsylvania Industrial Development
Authority (PIDA) has approved a low-interest
loan for Sterling Machine Technologies, Inc., of
South Londonderry Township, Lebanon County,
to help expand operations, better serve their
customers, and create and retain jobs. This
year, PIDA has approved more than $42 million
in low-interest loans that have led to more than
$97 million in private investment and supported
1,718 full-time jobs. Sterling, through the Lebanon Valley Economic Development
Corporation, was awarded a 13-year, $400,000 loan at a 2.5 percent fixed rate to
assist in the construction of a 3,500-square-foot building, purchase used
equipment, and upgrade existing equipment at their South Londonderry

Township facility. The company currently leases a facility in Lebanon for its
welding department, which creates many logistical issues. This will be addressed
with construction of the new building on its Palmyra property to consolidate
operations to one site. The company will also purchase equipment to help with
backlog issues and will upgrade one of its most strategic machines, which is
currently unusable due to necessary repairs. The total project cost is $808,947.
Sterling has committed to retaining 36 current positions and create two, new fulltime jobs within three years. For more information about the Pennsylvania
Industrial Development Authority and other DCED initiatives, visit dced.pa.gov.

LVCC Holds Grand Opening at New Offices in
Lebanon

I was honored to present a House of Representatives citation on behalf of myself
and Rep. Russ Diamond to the Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce on the
grand opening of their new offices at 989 Quentin Road in Lebanon. We wish the
chamber and its staff continued success!

Ensuring UC Claimants Are Seeking Employment

With employers across the state struggling to
fill vacancies, the House has passed legislation
that would update unemployment laws to clarify
that people collecting unemployment
compensation cannot take steps to avoid being
hired. Specifically, House Bill 1819 would
prohibit actions to discourage their own hire,
such as failure or refusal to attend a job
interview or other applicant selection activity
without good cause; refusing a job prior to an
interview or a discussion of the details of a job
with the employer without good cause; or failing
to make a good faith effort to obtain
employment, as evidenced by any statement or other actions of the claimant
intended to discourage the claimant’s hire. The legislation would also require the
Department of Labor and Industry to create new or update existing forms to
enable employers to report claimants who discourage their own hire in order to
receive unemployment benefits. The bill now goes to the Senate.

Open Enrollment Begins for State Insurance
Exchange
The 2022 open enrollment period for health
care coverage through Pennie, Pennsylvania’s
state-based health insurance marketplace, is
now underway. Pennsylvanians have until Dec.
15 to sign up for coverage that will begin on
New Year’s Day. Created by the Legislature
through Act 42 of 2019, Pennie aims to improve
access to health care for all state residents,
lower health care costs and premiums and
ensure excellent customer assistance
throughout the enrollment process. For more
information or to enroll, visit pennie.com or call
customer care at 1-844-844-8040.

Honoring Our Veterans

Thursday, Nov. 11, is Veterans Day – a day to
remember the sacrifices made by our veterans
on behalf of our citizens and people around the
world. Originally known as Armistice Day, first
marked the one-year anniversary of the end of
World War I, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of
the 11th month, and sought to honor the
veterans of the only world war to have occurred
at that time. Armistice Day was declared a
national holiday in 1938 to acknowledge world
peace, and then was renamed Veterans Day in
1954 to celebrate the contributions of veterans
of all wars. For more about the history of
Veterans Day, click here. For more information about programs and benefits to
support our veterans in Pennsylvania, click here.

Don’t Forget to ‘Fall Back’ Saturday Night

Daylight saving time will end at 2 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 7. Be sure to turn your
clocks back one hour before going to bed on Saturday night. It is also a good

time to check or change the batteries in smoke detectors and carbon monoxide
alarms in your home. In addition to regular battery changes, experts say the
alarm devices should be replaced every 10 years to better ensure your safety.

Boaters Reminded to Wear Life Jackets
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
is reminding boaters of the mandatory life
jacket requirement in place now through April
30 on all Pennsylvania waterways. Specifically,
boaters are required to wear a U.S. Coast
Guard-approved life jacket while underway or
at anchor on boats less than 16 feet in length
or on any kayak, canoe or paddleboard. The
requirement is designed to protect boaters from
sudden cold-water immersion, or cold-water
shock, when a person is unexpectedly plunged
into cold water below 70ºF resulting in an
involuntary gasp where water is often inhaled.
This uncontrollable reaction causes panic, hyperventilation, inhalation of water
and inhibits the ability of a person to swim. To learn more, visit the Water and Ice
Safety and Wear It Pennsylvania pages on the commission’s website.

