Lane Restrictions Monday on I-78 in Lebanon
County

Lane restrictions will be in place Monday, July 26, on I-78 from the Berks County
line to I-81 in Lebanon County to enable a PennDOT contractor to upgrade guide
rails. Weather permitting, the work will occur between 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Travelers are reminded to be alert and exercise caution in the work zone.

Coming Up!

Budgeting with Federal Money Unsustainable

I did not vote in favor of the 2021-22 state budget for many reasons. A big reason
is the influx of federal funding, which is being used to increase the base funding
levels for various government programs. This increases the year after year
funding expectations for those programs. The federal funding is also growing our
national debt to levels that are unsustainable. Listen here.

Moving Toward Pension Reform

Since taking office in 2017, I have been vocal
about the need for state pension reform.
Without it, Pennsylvania risks insolvency. Now,
as vice chairman the Public School Employees’
Retirement System (PSERS), where I serve as
chairman of the Audit Committee, I am taking a
closer look at what needs to be done and
helping make needed reforms a reality. We
have been working on pension reforms for
years and we are making progress. Act 128 of 2020 brought forth meaningful
reforms relative to auditing the system of internal controls. The Philadelphia
Inquirer has been closely following our state pension situation and recently
issued an in-depth report.

Congressional Redistricting Hearings Underway

This week, the House State Government Committee, of which I am a member,
held three days of public hearings on the congressional redistricting process.
Every 10 years, information collected through the U.S. Census determines the
population of each state and the number of congressional representatives each
state is entitled. States are responsible for redrawing the geographic area of their

congressional districts to ensure equal and fair representation. This process is
commonly referred to as redistricting. To learn why redistricting is so important
and how it affects you, watch this short video. The public hearings are expected
to continue into the fall. For details, including the schedule and how to submit
public comments or propose your own congressional district map,
visit PARedistricting.com.

The Human Toll of PA’s Human Trafficking
Problem

Pennsylvania ranks high in the reported cases of human trafficking, but the
nature of the crime and secrecy surrounding it suggests the numbers are much
higher. Fox 43 news took a closer look at the problem this week, following the
signing of three bills into law that I co-sponsored to address it.

Bills to Curb Human Trafficking, Protect Victims
Now Law
Three bills I co-sponsored as part of a package
of measures designed to combat human
trafficking have been signed into law.
• Act 32 of 2021 will prohibit defendants in
human trafficking cases from introducing
evidence of a victim’s past sexual victimization
or allegations, ensuring victims of this horrible
crime have the same protections provided to
victims of other sexual abuse offenses outlined
in the Rape Shield Law.
• Act 38 of 2021 will add human trafficking and
strangulation to the list of convictions affecting a
child custody determination. Prior law already paid special attention to violent
offenses such as homicide, sex offenses and kidnapping. With one in seven
children reported missing becoming victims of child sex trafficking, the goal of this
law is to prevent more children from suffering the same fate.
• Act 45 of 2021 will expand the list of offenses that require state inmates to
participate in Department of Corrections counseling or therapy for sex offenders
to include those convicted of human trafficking involving sexual servitude or other
criminal offenses involving sexual abuse of a minor. Studies funded by the U.S.
Department of Justice have demonstrated that participants in sex offender
treatment programs are significantly less likely to be rearrested upon their
release.
Human trafficking frequently victimizes women and children, enslaving them and
subjecting them to forced labor and sexual exploitation. It is one of the fastest
growing crimes worldwide and it is happening right here in Pennsylvania. If you or
someone you know is the victim of human trafficking, call the National Human
Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or text 233733.

Helpful Advice for Servicemembers in Transition

