Hearing on Property Tax Elimination Set for
Monday in Lebanon
I will host a public hearing of the House Majority
Policy Committee on Monday, Aug. 30, at 1
p.m. at the Lebanon Valley Expo Center and
Fairgrounds. I have long advocated for property
tax elimination and have proposed and
supported several bills to do it. While I believe
the elimination of property taxes would be
advantageous for the residents of the 101st
Legislative District, it is an extremely complex
and contentious issue statewide. Many bills have promised to achieve it, but none
have received statewide support. I am hosting this hearing to enable the
committee and the public to hear from Pennsylvania’s leading proponents and
opponents of property tax elimination and to bring us closer to a resolution. I
encourage you to join us in Center Hall of the Lebanon Expo Center, beginning at
1 p.m. The hearing will also be livestreamed here.

Ryan Reacts to Terrorist Bombing at Kabul Airport
that Killed Several U.S. Servicemembers, Civilians

As a retired Marine reserve colonel who served in Vietnam, Afghanistan and Iraq,
I am appalled at the events now unfolding in Afghanistan and the Biden
administration’s handling of the U.S. withdrawal there. I address many of my
concerns in this week’s podcast. Listen here.

Expert Shares Insight into PA’s Public Pension
Systems
The House State Government Committee recently held public hearings on the
state of Pennsylvania’s two public pension systems – SERS and PSERS – which
currently account for 9.3% of Pennsylvania’s state budget. While Pennsylvania is
moving away from costly defined benefit pension plans, many active members
and annuitants remain. I asked Dr. Mark Warshawsky of the American Enterprise

Institute about the sustainability of defined benefit plans and the risk of
bankruptcy. See our dialog below.

Watch Video Here

House Begins Regional Redistricting Hearings

To ensure the congressional redistricting process is transparent, the House State
Government Committee, of which I am a member, held three public hearings this
week in Mercer, Allegheny and Fayette counties to gather input from
Pennsylvania residents. At these hearings, which will help determine the makeup
of Pennsylvania’s congressional redistricting plan, several residents expressed
the preference that their counties remain intact within a single congressional
district to prevent communities of interest from being divided. The hearings
resume in Luzerne County on Monday, Sept. 20, followed by hearings in
Philadelphia and Bucks counties on Sept. 21 and 22, respectively. Additional
hearings will be held in central Pennsylvania in October. Residents unable to
attend the hearings can submit written testimony at PaRedistricting.com. The site
provides residents with the opportunity to provide input about their communities
of interest boundaries and to comment on the current congressional district map.
The full hearing schedule, as well as video of completed hearings, is also
available.

Congratulations to Lebanon Valley All-Stars

Congratulations to the Lebanon Valley 16-and-under All-Star baseball team on its
great victory in the 2021 VFW championship game, which I had the pleasure of
watching. I presented the team and coaches with a House citation in observance
of this tremendous accomplishment. Kudos to the players, and to the coaches
and parents for encouraging these young athletes to participate and excel. My
heartfelt thanks to coach Paul Morcom, the assistant coaches and the VFW for
their collective commitment to this great sport and for the generosity and
kindness they have shown.

Lawmakers Outline Educational Choice Proposal
Legislation I am co-sponsoring would give
parents decision-making power in the
educational opportunities for their children,
including access to the state funding that
currently goes directly to public schools. House
Bill 1, the Excellent Education for All Act, would
allow the roughly $6,000 the state pays per
pupil to be placed into a scholarship account for
that child, rather than going directly to the public
school district in which the family resides. This
program, called the “Keystone Hope
Scholarship,” would assist families who choose

to homeschool students or enroll them in charter, private or parochial schools. In
addition, House Bill 1 would expand existing tax credit scholarship programs,
reform and innovate charter schools, and protect coronavirus learning pods that
grew in popularity as the COVID-19 pandemic progressed. The bill is pending
consideration by the House Education Committee.

Committees Hear Testimony on Senior Assistance
Programs
The House Aging and Older Adults Services and House Human Services
committees this week joined the Senate Aging and Youth and Senate Health and
Human Services committees in conducting a public hearing focused on critical
state services being provided to seniors and adults with disabilities. Specifically,
the hearing examined the performance of Maximus as the Pennsylvania
Department of Human Services’ (DHS) independent enrollment broker (IEB) for
such assistance programs. The department intends to renew its contract with the
Virginia-based company and increase its responsibilities. However, lawmakers
are concerned about the continuation of the contract, which installs another layer
of bureaucracy to determine much-needed services for Pennsylvania seniors.
Committee members heard testimony from a family member of an adult with a
disability and several agencies from across the state that provide services to
seniors. DHS and Maximus did not attend the hearing. Watch the hearing below.

Watch Video Here

Policy Committee Hearings Focus on Growing
PA’s Economy
As the Commonwealth continues to work its
way through the COVID-19 pandemic, the
House Majority Policy Committee has convened
a trio of hearings in recent weeks to hear from
business, education and community leaders
about ways to grow the state’s economy. The
hearings – held in Ford City, Armstrong County;
Gibsonia, Allegheny County; and Williamsport,
Lycoming County – carried common themes.
They include the need to reduce government
red tape, lower the tax burden, end expanded
pandemic unemployment benefits and improve
workforce training. The committee also toured
businesses in each location, as well as the Pennsylvania College of Technology
in Williamsport to learn more about its workforce training programs. Video of each
of the hearings is available at PAGOPPolicy.com.

Blood Shortage Prompts Call to Donate
Blood donations have dropped sharply during
the COVID-19 pandemic. To address the
shortfall, the Pennsylvania Department of
Health and leaders of five major blood banks
across the Commonwealth are urging those
who can donate blood to do so. The blood most
requested by hospitals is type O, which can be
transfused into patients with any blood type.
This is why it is often used in emergencies
when there is not enough time to determine a
patient’s blood type. However, all blood types
are needed to make sure there is a reliable
supply for patients. Most individuals are eligible
to donate blood in Pennsylvania if they are in good health, at least 16 years old
and weigh a minimum of 120 pounds. To donate blood, make an appointment
with a local blood bank or visit an upcoming blood drive in your community. You
could save a life!

Attention First-Time Hunters!
Hunter-Trapper Education courses are required
for all first-time hunters and trappers before they
can buy a license in the Commonwealth. The
Pennsylvania Game Commission offers both inperson and online classes to anyone age 11
years or older. Participants will receive a
training certificate recognized throughout North
America when they pass a test at the end of the
course. The course covers responsible hunting
behavior, firearms basics and safety, basic
shooting, wildlife conservation and
management, outdoor safety and survival,
hunting techniques, trapping and fur taking
basics. To find in-person training near you, click here. The Game Commission’s
online course carries a cost of $34.95 and participants who complete it will be
able to print a temporary hunter education certificate to use until the permanent
certificate arrives in the mail. The commission also accepts the National Rifle
Association’s (NRA) free online hunter education course as a prerequisite for
obtaining a hunting license. Learn more about hunter-trapper education here.

