Family Fun in the 101st District

Vietnam Veteran Honored in Lebanon

This week, I was honored to attend the memorial service for Vietnam veteran and
Warrant Officer John Chrin, a “dustoff” pilot, on the 50th anniversary of his death
in Vietnam. John and the crew of DUSTOFF 71 was lost during a nighttime
combat medical evacuation mission, in bad weather near Tri Tan, South Vietnam.
Oct.13, 2021, was the seventh annual WO1 John Stephen Chrin Day in Lebanon,
Pennsylvania. It is always a tremendous honor to attend these memorial services
and celebrate the lives of those who have bravely and honorably served our
country. For all our Vietnam veterans and veterans of other wars, God bless you

for your selfless sacrifice. Semper Fi!

Honoring and Remembering Our Military
Chaplains

Bill Would Ensure Families Easy Access to School
Curriculum

The state House recently passed legislation I
co-sponsored to require K-12 schools to post
their curricula online in a standardized, userfriendly manner, to enable parents to see what
their children will be taught in school. The
posting would include academic standards,
instructional materials, assessment techniques,
course syllabus and a title or link to all
textbooks being used. The bill would require the
information to be posted prior to the start of
each school year. The bill requires a school
administrator or designee to post the
information online, so as not to burden
teachers. It also gives school entities 30 business days to update their websites
after approval of updated curricula. House Bill 1332 now goes to the Senate for
consideration.

Social Security Announces 5.9% Benefit Increase
for 2022
Social Security and Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) benefits for approximately 70
million Americans will increase by 5.9 percent
next year. The 5.9 percent cost-of-living
adjustment (COLA) will begin with benefits
payable to more than 64 million Social Security
beneficiaries in January. Increased payments to
approximately 8 million SSI beneficiaries will
begin on Dec. 30, 2021. The annual COLA is
based on the increase in the federal Consumer Price Index. Other adjustments
that take effect each January are based on the increase in average wages. Thus,
the maximum amount of earnings subject to the Social Security tax will increase
to $147,000 from $142,800. Social Security and SSI beneficiaries are normally
notified by mail starting in early December about their new benefit amount. Most
people who receive Social Security payments will be able to view their COLA
notice online through their personal my Social Security account. Information
about Medicare changes for 2022, when announced, will be available
at medicare.gov. To learn more, visit socialsecurity.gov/cola.

House Redistricting Hearing Held in York

Watch Video Here
The House State Government Committee held a regional hearing this week in
York as part of the statewide congressional redistricting process. The hearings
aim to ensure citizens equal representation in our elections and transparency in
the process of dividing the state into representative districts. The final hearing is
set for Thursday, Oct. 28, at the state Capitol. Details about the process and
videos of past hearings are available at PARedistricting.com.

PA L&I Official Asked About UC Eligibility for
Workers Who Refuse to Comply with Vaccine
Mandates
I have received many calls concerning
unemployment compensation (UC) eligibility for
workers who quit or are fired due to a workplace
COVID-19 vaccine mandate. While we cannot
offer opinions on a person’s eligibility for UC
benefits, my House colleague, Rep. Jim
Gregory, questioned Susan Dickinson, deputy
secretary of the department of Labor and
Industry, at a recent committee hearing on the
issue. See their exchange here. For more
information on UC eligibility, click here.

Removing Hurdles for Teens to Enter the
Workforce
Teenagers learn important skills, responsibility
and the value of hard work through their early
job experience. Now, the House has approved
legislation I co-sponsored that would make it
easier for them to gain that experience. For a
teen to obtain a work permit under current law,
he or she must sign the permit in front of the
issuing officer, who must then examine it. This
signature regulation was waived by the
administration during the pandemic. House Bill
1829 would permanently remove this
requirement. The measure reflects the ongoing
work of the General Assembly to assess
regulatory suspensions and waivers instituted during the pandemic to determine
which can be eliminated permanently and which must be restored. The bill now
goes to the Senate for consideration.

DEP Awards Grants for Watershed Restoration
Projects

This week, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
announced over $4.1 million in state grants for projects to cleanup streams and
rivers degraded by nonpoint source pollution - pollution that doesn’t come from a
single specific discharge point, such as a pipe, but from a broad range of
sources. The Nonpoint Source Management Grants focus on reducing nitrogen,

phosphorus, and sediment pollution from agricultural activities, urban stormwater
runoff, streambank and shoreline erosion, iron, aluminum, and acidity pollution
associated with energy resource extraction and acid mine drainage. In addition to
a $362,565 grant to the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts to
support nonpoint source pollution prevention and education by county
conservation district offices, the following grants have been approved in our area:
• Doc Fritchey Trout Unlimited Chapter: $132,759 to develop a Watershed
Implementation Plan for Spring Creek Watershed in Palmyra Borough and Derry,
South Londonderry, North Londonderry and Conewago townships. The
watershed is 91% impaired, primarily by siltation, but also by organic enrichment,
habitat alteration and flow modification. The plan will prioritize sites that
contribute high pollutant loads to streams in the watershed, best management
projects and quantify how much pollution they will remove; and identify project
cooperators, approximate costs and an implementation schedule.
• Doc Fritchey Trout Unlimited: $161,081 to restore 2,781 linear feet of stream
and plant a 35-foot-wide streambank buffer along Bachman Run on two
properties in South Annville Township. In addition, the project will convert heavily
impacted pasture into a half-acre of emergent wetland in the adjacent floodplain.

No Minimum Deposit for PA’s 529 Tuition Account
Program
Pennsylvania Treasurer Stacy Garrity
announced this week that the minimum
contribution to open a PA 529 College and
Career Savings Program account has been
eliminated. Once a PA 529 account is opened,
future contributions can be as small as $1.
Contributions can be made to PA 529 accounts
online via electronic bank transfer, through the
mail by check or money order, or by automatic
contribution from a bank or paycheck. PA 529 account owners receive generous
tax advantages and the savings have no impact on state financial aid. The
accounts can be used to pay for tuition, including fees, equipment, books, room
and board and other qualified higher education expenses. PA 529 account
owners can choose to save with the PA 529 Investment Plan (IP) or the PA 529
Guaranteed Savings Plan (GSP). To learn more visit pa529.com,
email pa529@patreasury.gov or call 800-440-4000.

New Law to Aid Fight Against Opioid Abuse
The General Assembly unanimously approved,
and the governor signed into law, legislation to
extend a successful program that helps doctors
and pharmacists combat opioid abuse. The
initiative, known as the Achieving Better Care
by Monitoring All Prescriptions (ABC-MAP)
program, was set to expire on June 30, 2022.
The new law will extend the expiration date to
Dec. 31, 2028. The ABC-MAP program allows
doctors, pharmacists and others who prescribe
or dispense medication, to access a patient’s
prescription history through an electronic
system. Those with access to the system can
use the information to better treat their patients, and to flag behaviors that may
indicate drug abuse or misuse. Act 72 of 2021 is effective immediately.

Fall Driving Tips
Now that fall has arrived, PennDOT is
reminding motorists to be on the lookout for
seasonal hazards. Wet leaves on the roadway
can be as slippery as ice and they can obscure
traffic lines and other pavement markings,
making driving dangerous. Fog and sun glare
can also be problematic. When driving in fog,
use low-beam headlights to improve visibility
and it will also help other motorists to see your
vehicle. Headlights are required by law when
wipers are in use. Morning frost and icy spots
on your windshield and on the roads can also
cause problems. Be sure to clear windows of
frost before traveling and pay particular attention when traveling on bridges,
overpasses and shaded areas on roadways.

